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Intro: Wouldn’t it be great if 2013 was the Greatest Christmas ever. What 

would it take for 2013 top all them all? (Marlena � synchronized light 

shows) I can only imagine the extent to which some people would go to 

have the greatest Christmas ever. Some would approach it like a “Crazy-

Over-the-Top Birthday Party Reality Show.” [decorations, entertainers, 

games, prizes, inflatables, extravagant gifts, thousands of dollars on food, 

invite celebrities and even hiring the best party coordinator. ] 

 

 No birthday kid � Absurd!  

 

That’s the Christmas that millions of people (and possibly even 

some here today) are preparing to have this year.  

� Christmas with all the trimmings, presents, and guests is 

empty if it doesn’t center around the joy of Christ and His 

gospel. 

� If that’s you, by the end of this message I’m going to tell you 

how to have the greatest Christmas ever.  

 

Series: “The Cradle, the Cross, & the Crown” (focusing on [Phil. 2:5-11]) 

� Last week: “The Cradle: How He Came” (review Phil. 2) 

� This week: “The Cross: Why He Came” (focus vs. 8) 

 

The big question we are asking this morning is, “Why He came?” It’s not 

hard to come up with a general answer to that questions when Jesus 

Himself said, “the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 

give His life a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45). In [John 12:23-27] Jesus said 

it this way: “” [Jesus � Father �Cross] 

 

But this morning I want to offer a more thorough answer to that question 

because I believe that many of us jump from the cradle to the cross and 

miss the significance of the 33 years of Jesus’ life that link them together. 

 

We are using as our guiding passage for this series, Philippians 2. Verse 8 

says, “He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 

death on a cross.” Now it might seem, given the title of my message that we 

are going to focus on the end of vs. 8, His death on the cross. But to gain a 

deeper appreciation for His death I actually want to focus on the word 

obedience.  

  

What I want you to see in Phil. 2:8 is the strong relationship of continuity 

between Jesus’ life of obedience and His death. In other words, when the 

Scripture says He became “obedient to the point of death” the emphasis is 

not so much on His death here as it is on His obedience. Death marks the 

extent of His obedience. So Jesus’ death was a continuation of His life of 

obedience. His death was a result of His life of perfect obedience. His death 

was the climax of His life of obedience. Obedience could not be more 

perfect than obeying to the highest cost of death, even death on a cross.  

 

Question: What did it mean for Christ to become obedient and why was it 

necessary? Wasn’t Jesus already perfect and without sin? Wasn’t He 

perfectly pure in His relationship with God before He came to this earth? The 

short answer is “yes” however, for Jesus to truly represent us before God, to 

truly stand in our place through His death, He had to not only be human (to 

represent us) but also be a righteous human to offer a sacrifice that would 

satisfy God’s righteousness.   

 

Galatians 4:4-5 help us understand what Phil 2 means when it says Jesus 

became obedient: “But when the fullness of time came, God sent forth His 

Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, so that He might redeem those 

who were under the law, that we might receive adoption as sons.”  

 

Let me unpack Galatians 4:4-5 for you phrase by phrase because it not only 

answers many doctrinal questions for us, but it also opens our eyes to why 

we should indeed celebrate Christmas with great joy.  

 

 

 



But when the fullness of time came: Jesus birth came at 

exactly/precisely the perfect time according to God’s perfect plan.  

 

God sent forth His Son: This demonstrates the eternality of the life 

of the Son. His life did not begin when we was born in Bethlehem, 

but previously existed with the Father (see John 1:1-4, 14). The Son 

born to Mary was the Eternal One, of the very same essence of the 

Father (“His Son”), come in Human flesh.  

 

Born of a woman: Jesus was fully human. He became one of us in 

taking on humanity. He became like us so that He could redeem us 

(by truly representing us before God; as a legitimate substitute for 

our death).  

 

Born under the law: As a human being, it was necessary for Jesus to 

fulfill God’s law by living a life of impeccable obedience. 

 

So that He might redeem those who were under the Law: the very 

purpose for Jesus birth and life was to live a fully God-pleasing life 

under the law so that by His righteousness He could save those who 

failed to meet God’s standards under the law.  

 

Illus: Jesus was providing the necessary (human) righteousness 

needed to underwrite the payment of His death for our 

indebtedness of sin).  

 

Romans 5:19—“For as through the one man's disobedience the 

many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One 

the many will be made righteous.” 
 

That we might receive adoptions as sons: The ultimate result of 

Jesus’ advent (His coming) that these verses point to is our adoption 

which requires more than just forgiveness to bring our sin account 

to zero. For full reconciliation that results in God’s favor we need 

righteousness (see Phil. 3:7-11; esp. vs. 9) which can only come to 

us through Christ who lived a fully human life, yet without sin, so 

that we could be the beneficiaries of His righteousness.  

So at just the right time, God sent His eternal Son to be born of a woman, 

taking on humanity, to live under the law and fulfill all of God’s 

requirements for man so that He might rescue us from our lawlessness and 

grant us the favor of adoption and sonship.   

 

Now, coming back to our original question, notice that Gal. 4:4-5 explicitly tell us 

why Jesus was born: “so that He might redeem those who were under the law.”   

 

So how then does Galatians 4 help us understand what Phil. 2 means when 

it says that Jesus became “obedient to the point of death, even death on a 

cross?” His obedience refers to His 33 years of living under God’s law, and 

perfectly meeting all of God’s standards (in letter and in spirit) so that His 

righteous life could be given as an acceptable payment for our sins (meeting 

the righteous standards of God’s holiness) and providing the very 

righteousness we need before God.  

 

So without a righteous life lived in perfect fulfillment of God’s law for God’s 

pleasure, Jesus’ death would not have been acceptable before God and we 

would not have access to His righteousness. God didn’t require just any 

payment for our sin (pictured in the unblemished lamb). The payment for 

sin needed the backing of sufficient funds and those funds were the credit 

of His righteous life which fulfilled all the demands of God’s law having 

starred down the full temptation of sin.  

 

Hebrews 2:17-18 

 

So when we ask the question, what’s the purpose of Christmas, why did 

Jesus come, the simple answer is, He came for the cross. But let me suggest 

a more thorough answer to why Jesus came. Jesus came to live a righteous 

life (perfectly fulfilling God’s law for God’s pleasure—a fully God-pleasing 

life) that could be offered as an acceptable payment for our sins on the 

cross, so that those who trust in Him would be forgiven of their sins and 

credited with His perfect righteousness before God.  

 

Or as Paul said it in 2 Cor. 5:21, “God made Christ who knew no sin 

[righteous life] to be sin on our behalf [a sin offering/payment], so that we 

might become [not just forgiven, but…] the righteousness of God in Him.”  

 



The result of that righteousness is that we live under the favor of God. In 

the words of Gal. 4, the result of that righteous favor is that God regards us 

as sons—“we receive adoption as sons!”  

 

Ground Level:  
 

1) Many of you know and believe that Christ died for your sins. You 

believe that His payment of death was sufficient to purchase your 

forgiveness. And yet you struggle to relate to God as though He 

loves you.  

 

The problem is not that your earthly father treated you a certain 

way (though that can certainly complicate things). The problem, 

now, is that you have yet to grasp the full glory of the gospel—that 

Jesus not only paid for your sins but He is your righteousness before 

God which means that when you are in Christ, you must have God’s 

favor. What about those moments when you still sin? Does the 

Scripture not teach that God disciplines those whom He loves   

(Heb. 12) so that we might share in His holiness? 

 

If you have Christ, you have the right to walk in the joy and 

confidence of God’s favor—to experience the full measure of God’s 

love.  

 

2) It is impossible for you, in yourself, to live a perfect life before God.  

� You can’t be perfectly pure in all of your thoughts—you 

haven’t.  

� You can’t resist every temptation—you haven’t.  

� You can’t represent perfect grace and truth in all of your 

words—you haven’t.  

� You can’t perfectly love God with all your desires and obey 

Him with all your actions—you haven’t.  

It is absolutely impossible for you to present a life of perfect 

righteousness before God by your own effort. Yet God’s 

requirement is absolute righteousness.  

 

Many people would object believing that if they just do enough “good” 

things they can outweigh the bad. But it’s as if God asks for one perfect gold 

coin. So you make a hundred and then a thousand but all the while the mold 

is flawed. A million flawed coins will never equal one perfect coin. God’s 

requirement is not a quantity of good works. It’s a quality of perfectly 

obeying His law with all the love of one’s heart which we call righteousness. 

It’s totally out of reach for you even if you’ve only committed a single 

solitary sin in your life.  

 

But here’s the good news. Christ lived the life of perfect righteousness for 

you. And He gave His life in payment for the sins you committed that make 

your attempt at righteousness impossible. And by becoming one with Christ 

in faith, you gain all the assets of His perfect righteousness and the 

forgiveness of your sin through His death. You can’t earn Jesus’ 

righteousness by what you do, but when it becomes yours, it changes 

everything you do.  

 

Romans 10:9-13—“If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe 

in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with 

the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth 

he confesses resulting in salvation. For the scripture says, ‘whoever believes 

in Him will not be disappointed….’ Whoever will call upon the name of the 

Lord will be saved.”
1
 

 

So maybe this really could be the greatest Christmas ever. 

� For the war of your soul to end in surrender to Christ and His loving 

authority in over your life.  

� To live in the reality of God’s favor that is yours through the 

righteousness of Christ (new identity). 

 

                                                           
1
 When this verses says that believing in your heart that God raised Jesus from the dead results in 

righteousness, its not just talking about merely believing in the miracle of the resurrection as something 

that truly happened. Its seeing and believing that the resurrection demonstrates that Christ’s death fully 

satisfied God’s wrath in such a way that the righteousness Jesus provided results in God’s favor, for you 

as you trust in Him—taking hold of the sufficiency of Christ.   

 


